
Summer Events in the Tobacco Valley
Sometimes it feels like all you have 

to do is blink and summer is over in 
Montana. So why not make the most 
out of the weather while it’s here by 
attending some of our outstanding 
local events?

Coming up on Sunday, July 4, Indian 
Springs Ranch will again hold their 
Red, White, & Boom! community cele-
bration. There is something for almost 
everyone at this annual event.

If golfing is your thing, you can 
participate in a golf tournament or 
chipping contest. For the kids, there 
is a play area with plenty of games. 
You can watch the Keegan Jacko 
Band from Nashville perform. And, 
of course, there will be an amazing 
display of fireworks at dusk.

August 19 beckons the return of the 
annual Shakespeare in The Parks at 
the Historical Village. This year’s pro-
duction is Cymbeline, a Shakespeare 
romance of a British king, Cymbeline, 
and this three children, presented as 
though they are in a fairy tale.

Lincoln Electric is proud to be a 
sponsor in 2021 for this great commu-
nity event, which is brought to you by 
Sunburst Arts & Education. 

Sunburst also enhances our com-
munity by organizing a summer series 
of music, bringing in speakers, con-
certs, and maintaining the Kootenai 
Rails-to-Trails path. For more informa-

tion on Sunburst events, please visit 
sunburstarts.org/events.

Speaking of concerts, Abayance 
Bay currently has three shows lined 
up for the summer. Listen to music 
as you look out over Lake Koocanusa 
from their outdoor venue. July 10 is 
Larkin Poe, August 1 is Big & Rich, 
and August 8 is The Steeldrivers with 
Laney Lou & The Bird Dogs. For more 
information, please visit abayanceba-
yevents.com.

Want even more music? Why not 
listen while you shop for locally grown 
produce, handmade items, and more 
at the Eureka Farmer’s Market. Stop 
by Riverside Park every Wednesday 
from 3:30 pm until 6:00 pm. Check out 
@EurekaFarmersMarket on Facebook 
to learn more.  

Are you looking for a different kind 
of fun? In 2021, the Tobacco Valley 
Rodeo Association will bring you two 
amazing events at the Lincoln County 
Fairgrounds. For the latest news, find 
@tobaccovalleyrodeoassociation on 
Facebook.

Attend the Eureka Rodeo on July 23 
and 24 for bronc busting, calf roping, 
barrel racing fun. Then, on August 28, 
witness PBR The Bullthing. Watch top 
PBR cowboys as they ride some of the 
toughest bulls Montana has ever seen. 
Need to know more? Like @TheBull-
Thing on Facebook.

Also at the Lincoln County Fair-
grounds is Fiberfest Eureka, a fiber 
arts rendezvous. Head to the fair-
grounds on August 7 and 8 to browse 
the vendors, see or participate in a 
hands-on demonstration, or learn a 
new skill. Make sure to bring the kids 
because there will be a petting zoo for 
the whole family to enjoy! For more 
information, visit eurekafiberfest.org.

Enjoy the fairgrounds again on Au-
gust 26 - 29 as you attend the Lincoln 
County Fair. This family-friendly event 

features 4-H animals and auction, 
fair exhibits, food and merchandise 
vendors, contests, entertainment, and 
so much more! Go to lcfairmontana.
com or @lcfairmontana on Facebook 
to learn more.

There are plenty of other local 
events to suit your fancy. Do a little 
digging and you’ll find music and 
game nights at local breweries, con-
certs at eateries, golf tournaments, 
and more.

Have an event, organization, or other 
community interest story you would 
like featured in a future Lincoln Electric 
issue of Rural Montana? Please contact 
us at news@lincolnelectric.coop. Not all 
story ideas will be published.
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I often have people ask 
me about how business 
is going at Rural Propane 
Services (RPS). Usually 
the conversation turns to 
propane prices and when 
the best time is to fill their 
tanks.

As of now, the current 
wholesale markets for pro-
pane are high in price and 
do not appear to be going 
down this summer. RPS is 
affected by the propane 

markets as much as any 
supplier. They must follow 
the rises and falls in prices 
to maintain a positive net 
income.

Typically, propane prices 
decrease in the summer, 
but due to many weather 
driven factors in the Mid-
west and Eastern United 
States, we do not forecast 
that happening this year. 
There is also a current 
inventory challenge with 
less than normal inventory 
building in the U.S., which 

has kept prices high. While 
it is too early to know how 
this will impact markets 
moving into the fall and 
winter of 2021, there is 
some good news for RPS.

Because of our location 
and proximity to Canada, 
RPS receives its wholesale 
propane from a Canadian 
supplier. Inventory building 
in Canada is strong right 
now and RPS’ supplier has 
assured us that there will 
be no issues with propane 
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BUSINESS AND BOARDROOM BRIEFS
The regular meeting of the board of trustees 

was conducted on May 17, 2021. A quorum of 
trustees was present and the board took the 
following action:
• Appointed Telly Stanger as the primary NWPPA vot-

ing delegate and Tina Taurman as the alternate.
• Approved a Revolving Loan Fund application.
• Approve a donation of $2,500 to Team Eureka 

Robotics.
• Approved a donation of $750 to Sunburst Arts & 

Education for Shakespeare in the Park.
• Authorized trustees to attend various trainings.

A special meeting of the board of trustees was 
conducted on May 26, 2021. A quorum of trustees 
was present and the board took the following 
action:
• Discussed the Rural Propane Services open board 

position.

Year to Date Year to Date
04/30/2021 04/30/2020

kWh Sales 48,731,233 46,372,524

Revenue $ 4,531,554 $ 4,366,423

Cost of Power $ 2,140,061 $ 2,071,766

Operating Expense $ 1,329,551 $ 1,417,340

Margins $ 582,436 $ 370,104

Number of Members 4,836 4,723

Number of Meters 6,225 6,107

Miles of Line 979 972

Total Utility Plant $ 35,275,616 $ 33,787,662

Member Equity $ 11,157,875 $ 9,704,317

April Average 
Residential Use (kWh) 1,213 1,251

April Average 
Residential Billing $130.40 $131.54

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

Manager’s Notes
by Telly Stanger

Strong Community Partnerships

Continued on page 8
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These days many of us are spending 
more time at home and finding new, 
creative ways to enhance our living 
space. Tackling do-it-yourself (DIY) 
projects for the home can be fun and 
cost-effective, so why not roll up those 
sleeves and get started!

Whether you’re painting the front 
door with a fresh hue or finally up-
grading those patio lights, successfully 
completing a DIY home project is in-
credibly satisfying. But many of these 
projects do not come without risks. 
Here are a few safety tips to keep in 
mind as you get to work. 

Select a Work Area
Start by selecting a designated 

work area. The amount of space 
you’ll need will depend on the size 
and scope of your project, but make 
sure you have adequate lighting and 
ventilation (if necessary). Required 
tools and equipment should be located 
in your workspace and organized for 
easy access. 

Gear Up
Personal protective equipment 

(PPE) is your friend. We know you’re a 
pro but investing a few bucks in PPE 

is essential for most home projects. 
Stock up on safety goggles, dust 
masks, ear plugs (or noise reduction 
ear protectors), gloves, and any other 
kind of protection you’ll need for your 
project. Remember to wear appro-
priate clothing and shoes. (Ditch the 
sandals for this!)

Keep It Clean
Work slowly and clean as you go. 

When you rush through a DIY project, 
you’ll likely end up with less desirable 
results than you intended, or worse, 
you could make a costly or dangerous 
mistake. Take your time and remem-
ber that you are in control of the proj-
ect. You should also clean as you go to 
ensure a safer workspace. Pick up any 
scrap materials, tools that aren’t in 
use and any tripping hazards. 

Use Caution
Be cautious with power tools. 

Annually, 8% of electrocutions in the 
U.S. are attributed to improper use 
of power tools. The Electrical Safety 
Foundation International offers the 
following safety tips:

o Use ground fault circuit interrupt-
ers (GFCIs) with every power tool to 

protect against electrical shock.
o Never use power tools near live 

electrical wires or water pipes.
o Use extreme caution when cutting 

or drilling into walls where electrical 
wires or water pipes could be acciden-
tally touched or penetrated.

o If a power tool trips a safety 
device while in use, take the tool to a 
manufacturer-authorized repair center 
for service.

o Do not use power tools without 
the proper guards.

o When using a wet-dry vacuum 
cleaner or a pressure washer, be sure 
to follow the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions to avoid electrical shock.

Remember, you should only tackle 
DIY home projects within your skill 
and comfort level. For projects that 
require extensive electrical work, 
we strongly recommend you hire 
a licensed, qualified electrician for 
assistance. 

To learn more about electrical safe-
ty, visit esfi.org

Practice Safety When DIY-ing

Tackling a DIY home project is incredibly satisfying, but many of these projects can come with 
risks. Keep safety in mind as you take on any home improvements.
Photo Credit: Roselyn Tirado

Required tools and equipment for your proj-
ect should be located within your workspace 
and organized for easy access.
Photo Credit: Sam Clark
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availability during any season. 
While our supplier is price-driven 
from the U.S., supply should never 
be an issue for RPS. The partner-
ship RPS has with their supplier is 
extremely strong. 

I’m truly thankful for strong 
partnerships. They are a major part 
of our day-to-day undertakings, and 
we rely on them to provide electric 
and propane service to LEC mem-
bers and RPS customers.

We also rely on them to achieve 
the cooperative purpose. Concern 
for community is the seventh coop-
erative principle. It is strong part-
nerships which have helped grow 
RPS into the viable business it is 
today. Not only was the LEC Board 
of Trustees looking forward with a 
concern for community when they 

decided to form RPS as a subsidi-
ary of LEC, they also acted out of a 
commitment to the community and 
LEC members. 

Personally, I prefer the state-
ment commitment to community 
over concern for community. 
Commitment shows obligation, 
engagement and dedication. It was 
commitment that started electric 
cooperatives and their subsidiary 
business many decades ago. The 
commitment to provide reliable 
energy at a reasonable cost has 
always been and will always be our 
focus at LEC and RPS.

RPS will be rolling out a new 
website soon. This site will give 
members the option to pay their 
bill online, as well as provide safety 
resources and other information. 
You can check it out at ruralpro-
pane.net.

Telly

Partnerships
Continued from page 6

 AVOID
UTILITY 
SCAMS

Scammers will 
threaten you with 

everything from 
shutting o� power 

to your home to 
legal action. Don't 
fall victim to these 

types of scams. 

• Our employees will never 
show up at your door to 
demand payment. 

• Never give personal 
information to an 
unknown caller or visitor. 
Our representatives have 
access to the details they 
need to service 
your account.

• Demands for immediate 
payment by wire transfer, 
cryptocurrency, gift cards 
or cash reload cards 
should immediately 
raise red flags.

• If you think you’ve been 
contacted by a scammer 
falsely representing the 
co-op, please let us know 
as soon as possible. 
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